
 
 

Martin  
 
Genre: Metal Rock  
 
Subject: Hyun Woo, Albert  
 
Aim: to create CD cover   
 
Research on the Genre 
  
Heavy Metal genre 
 

 
  
The summary of Heavy Metal is this type of genre of music was formed through mixing a 
variety of genres such as the Blues and Psychedelic Rock.  The genre usually consists of a 
typical setup of a electric guitar, bass guitar, drums and vocals. All instruments are able to 
produce extremely loud and thick sounds which signified expressing masculinity and 
aggressive behaviour. This genre is not a mainstream genre as the music is usually 
associates with rebellion which leads to most artist wearing clothing with black and white and 
extremely abnormal clothing and makeup.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Artists Research  
 
Marilyn Manson  

  
A good example would be an artist by the name Marilyn Manson. His physique is quite slim 
and appearance is abnormal as he’s covered in make up such as white, red and blue 
possibly associating with a clown like appearance. His metal accessories and extreme black 
hard leather like clothing is very different from mainstream clothing representing rebellion 
against social norms. Most of his songs are quite extreme, explicit and violent mostly 
meaning.  
 
Disturbed  
 

 
 
Disturbed is a Heavy Metal band that’s more mainstream with their appearances and songs. 
Their appearances look more mainstream as they are wearing casual clothing without 
wearing any extreme makeup to look rebellious or different. The convention keep the same 
in terms of wearing black clothing and metal accessories.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top 100 Best Albums  
http://rateyourmusic.com/list/fedderedder/rolling_stones_100_greatest_album_covers/ 



 
 

 

 
 
Analysis  
 
 

 
 
The Clash   
The Clash were an English punk rock band that formed in 1976 as part of the original wave 
of British punk. What appears on the CD cover is one of the band members about to break 
the guitar, a spotlight pointing at the subject, the background seems to show the subject 
being in a performing room and the font is in bold san serif font. The reason why the clash 
uses this font very similar to Elvis presley cd cover is because The Clash is showing that 
their band is the new trend and not Elvis. This could be connote as a controversial move to 
increase publicity to the media and aficionada fans of Elvis Presley or simply show that the 
band is better than Elvis.  

- Color palette: (commonly) black and white, pink and green 
- Subject about to smash the guitar 
- Location background: near stage  
- Spotlight lighting  
- Connote violence, dominance and rebellion. 

 



 
 

 
http://www.billboard.com/photos/6804525/best-album-covers-of-2015-critics-picks/2 
 
 
 
 
Portrait photographers  
 
Lee Jeffries 

 
 
Analysis  
Lee Jeffries portrait photographs usually consist of dim one point lighting directly facing 
subjects face. This creates a sense of darkness and dominance the subject looks like as 
only the most of the face is lit and not the background.  
 
Why use it? 
I believe that this kind of lighting and photography is very suitable for my CD cover or Poster 
because the lighting used creates depth into the characters face and personality. For 
example, heavy metal usually expresses connotations such as sex, violence, darkness and 
rebellion. Using this type of lighting for Heavy Metal creates a sense of darkness that 
perfectly fits the genre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Abstract ideas 

 
 
 
 
 
Heavy Metal Album  

 
 
Analysis  
Most of the heavy metal CD covers do not do not have a real person as their subject  
instead use fantasy like drawings to express Heavy metal connotations such as sex, 
violence, dominance, rebellion and darkness.  

- Serif font 
- Color palette: red, blue, black, white, orange etc. 
- Dominant representations of hyper masculinity and femininity. 
- Male gaze theory 
- Religion connotations  
- Connotes sex, violence, dominance, rebellion and darkness 



 
 

-  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLBgVZbwoqU 
 
 
Subject: Hyunn Woo Jung  

 
 
 
Other ideas  

 
 
Development of design 
 
Decision 
Our group decided that most of the designs for the CD covers based on the Heavy metal 
genre is quite difficult to create as most of the CD cover designs are related to sex, violence 



 
 

and hypermasculinity and fantasy based drawings as the school and actors would limit how 
much we put into the CD cover. However, we decided to design our CD cover similar to the 
conventions shown in Heavy metal CD cover designs however make it less explicit and more 
darker using abstract connotations to make up for the genre conventions and 
representational designs.  
 
Our design based on more on connotations such as violence, blood, rebellion, extreme and 
darkness for our CD cover.  
 
First Idea ( Martin Ma)  

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Screen testing and Equipment list 

- Lighting 3 point lighting: two soft boxes and one  
- DSLR  
- Tripod  
- Studio 

 

 
 

 
1)18-100mm lens 
2) 50mm lens 
 
Camera angles ( experiments) 

 
 



 
 

Colour lighting  

 
 
Location scouting  
 
 
Studio 
 
Why I choose this location.  
Reasons 

- All equipment in studio 
- Green screen 
- Inside of school 
- Convenient/ less time consuming for actors  
- Accessible to anyone 
- Controlled setting- able to control the lighting in the room. 
- Food nearby 
- Charger plugs nearby   

 
 
Location scouting in Ho Man Tin  
Reasons  

- Lighting  
- Time of day  
- Convenient  
- Food stall nearby  
- Testing camera angles  
-  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Schedule  

Monday 19th September  Making schedule, Booking equipment + 
Studio, Discussing Job Roles, brainstorming 

Tuesday   

Wednesday   

Thursday   

Friday  Finish Research on the Heavy metal and 
CD covers, and photographers  

Saturday  Finish draft  design concept for CD cover  

Sunday  Finish draft design concept for Poster  
Discuss about the CD cover with group 
members and the actor.  Finalise.  

Monday  Look for costume and rent it. 

Tuesday   

Wednesday  Studio  

Thursday  Editing  

Friday  Editing  

Saturday  Editing/ Upload  

Friday October 7th   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


